Resolution #07-04-03

Data into Action

Whereas, the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board (NPAIHB), a tribal organization under P.L. 93-638 that represents forty-three Federally-recognized Indian tribes in Idaho, Oregon, and Washington, and 

Whereas, the primary goal of the NPAIHB is to improve the health and quality of life of its member tribes, and

Whereas, in furtherance of this goal in 1997, NPAIHB established the Northwest Tribal Epidemiology Center (EpiCenter) in an effort to improve the quality of American Indian and Alaska Native (AI/AN) epidemiology data; and

Whereas, the EpiCenter has gained national recognition for developing and implementing many useful and innovative projects to improve the health and quality of life of Northwest tribes and has served as a national model for other Indian Health Service (IHS) areas to emulate in establishing their EpiCenter programs; and
Whereas, the US Department of Health & Human Services, Office of Minority Health (HHS/OMH) has invited proposals to strengthen the capacity of Tribal Epidemiology Centers to collect and manage data more effectively and to better understand and develop the link between public health problems and behavior, socioeconomic conditions, and geography; and

Whereas, the EpiCenter has a pilot Data into Action project, which is already under way among seven (7) tribes in the Northwest; and

Whereas, preliminary results of the Data into Action project have documented some of the successful uses of health data in developing effective programs and policies, as well as some of the barriers that Northwest tribes face in collecting, managing and using health data; and

Whereas, Northwest tribes have expressed an interest in continuing efforts to increase effective data collection, analysis, interpretation and use at the tribal level, to build on the knowledge gained through the pilot Data into Action project, and use the lessons learned to improve the health status of all Northwest tribes, which are consistent with the purpose of this funding initiative; and

Whereas, the goals of this initiative are consistent with the goals and objectives of both the NPAIHB and the EpiCenter; and

Therefore be it resolved, that the NPAIHB endorses and supports an effort by staff of the EpiCenter, under the guidance of the Executive Director, to submit a grant application to fund the proposed Data into Action project to the HHS/OMH for the “American Indian/Alaska Native Health Disparities Program.”
